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Abstract

The seedlings controlled by understory habitats can influence the
forest regeneration and spatial patterns; therefore, investigation of
understory is important for seedlings development and forest
regeneration. The aim of this study is to investigate the composition of
understory layer and to evaluate the effect of thinning in Cryptomeria
japonica plantation forest. 27 understory plots per hectare were
established in 25%, 50% and controlled plots. The dominant species are
Elatostemma lineolatum majus and Diplazium dilatatum and Polygonum
chinense is common species in full area. During the four season’s
periods, the dominant species has increased coverage, but Polygonum
chinense has decreased coverage. In disturbed understory plots, the
pioneer species has regenerated and increased the coverage.
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