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Abstract

The main purpose of this study is to identify the tourism impact of the eight
community-based forest trails in the Luodong District of the Forestry Bureau. In order
to clarify the economic impact of the forest trails tour, we execute a tourist
expenditure survey. By understanding the amount and pattern of the tourists’
expenditure, we are able to calculate the sales amount of industries brought in and out
for the community. Interview with local residents is also applied to analysis the
subjective perception of the impact caused by the tourists.

Conclusions related to the positive and negative impacts of the trail tour are
listed below: First, the forest trail recreation is a positive catalyst for the transition of
the local community economy. Second, the trail tour has increased the fame of
community, residents’ honor and the community’s leisure opportunities are obviously
caused by the forest trail tour. Third, Tourists also cause some negative impacts, such
as trash, traffic congestion, lacking of parking lots of tour bus and traffic security of
kids in the community. Fourth, some environmental negative impacts, such as soil
erosion, soil compactness and decrease of some specific plant species etc., are caused
by the trail recreation. Fifth, the problem of the distribution of revenue of the new

industries also enhances the internal conflict among the community members.



The analysis of the visitors’ expenditure survey shows that:

1. Source of visitor: About 16% of visitors came from Yi —Lan, 49% came from
Taipei. It shows that visitors from Yi-Lan and Taipei get benefit from the
increased transportation accessibility. The average visiting time is within 2 hours.
Most of the visitors were accompanied with their family; the major transportation
vehicles were car and motorcycle; for the sources of tour information, about 38%
of it was from "friends™ which means oral communication is the mean channel of

spreading information to promote people to come to visit this trail.

2. Inthe aspect of tourists’ expenditure, the average expenditure for the FITs is NTD
4710 and NTD 4120 for the group visitors. For the disbursement on the individual
items, FITs spent more money than group visitors on accommodation, taking

thermal spring bath, dinning, and buying souvenirs.

3. This survey indicates that more than 2/3 of the visitors agree to charge a visiting
fee to the trail. A range in between NTD 20 to30 is acceptable for most of the
visitors. The result shows that, comparing to the previous studies, more visitors

willing to pay a higher fee to visit the trail.

The estimated total annual expenditure of the trail visitors in Luou-Dong District
is 1.8 billions NTD which includes the business volume of all the related industries.
Among the trails, visitors of the Lin-Mei-She-Pan, Song-Luou, Chao-Yiang, and
Xin-Liao Water Fall trails have a total annual expenditure of about 1.74 billions NTD,
and 0.02 billions, about 1.47%, was spend in the local communities, 1.71 billions was

spend outside of the local areas.
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