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—Japan —Islands where people live side by side in harmony with nature

Consisting of several thousand islands that vary greatly in size, Japan is a long
g for app! 3,000 km from north to south located
in the mid latitudes (20-45 degrees) of the northern hemisphere. It extends from
the subtropics to the sub-frigid zones, so a wide range of ecosystems have
evolved. With forests accounting for about two thirds of the area of the country,
it has a complex topography from sea coasts to mountain ranges with
differences in and the four seasons are clearly defined
due to the effects of the monsoon climate. All of these factors combined have
created diverse habitats and environments for the growth of plants and animals.
At present, more than 90,000 species have been confirmed as existing in
Japan and if those yet to be confirmed are included, it is estimated that Japan
is home to over 300,000 species.

LA 14

Compared to other developed countries, Japan has an extremely high
proportion of endemic species; around 40% of its terrestrial mammals (30% if
marine mammals are included) and about 80% of its amphibians are found
nowhere else. The fact that Japan is the only developed country where wild
monkeys still live is further evidence that it still has a rich natural environment.
In addition, extensive areas where unique habitats have been created by
humans, such as Satochi-Satoyama areas (rural landscapes formed by
sustainable use of natural resources) and agricultural land, have also
contributed to the country’s rich biodiversity.

Japan also has especially strong biological ties with Asia. As a result of the
Japanese islands having been repeatedly connected to the Asian continent by
land and then separated from it by sea areas, there are rare species that have
survived or evolved in unique ways in Japan after migrating from the continent
during one of the glacial periods when land bridges formed between them
Furthermore, migratory birds that mainly travel across the borders of Asian
countries use Japan as a breeding or wintering ground.
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I Reduced intervention in nature

The negative impact on biodiversity of reduced human intervention in nature

AP 3 i has become a prdblem g’an luﬂ;gesun Ol}Ct'JSB such as the
\)
t 1€,

WS

\ decline in the usfEgf we nd agfng population of
people managi vorust‘a‘n‘d 1 d3; the S36! hi-Satoyama agricultural
complex is no longer being maintained as it once was. Consequently, species
that live specifically in this secondary natural environment that has been
maintained by human intervention are now in danger of extinction, In contrast
the populations of wild deer and boar have been expanding rapidly and are
having an adverse effect on ecosystems and are causing severe damage to the
agriculture and forestry industries.
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Top 15 countries in terms of the proportion of endemic species
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| Efforts to reintroduce the crested ibis to the wild

Although the wild-born crested ibis (Nipponia nippon) became extinct in Japan
in 1981 |b|ses;?£ sa pecigs yerepu eryn-lo Janﬂ;.lov breeding by
the Chinese go' e% t §1 reasagn the population,
the birds started t relpgdsed 5T Sado’|; Wm Prefécture, in 2008. In
2012, the released ibises'successfully hatched eggs in the wild and it was
confirmed that a chick had left its nest, becoming the first one born in the wild to
do so in 38 years. The crested ibis is a bird that lives in the Satochi-Satoyama
habitat, which consists mainly of paddy fields. The project, which was aimed at
the reintroduction of the crested ibis into the wild in Japan, was carried out in
collaboration with the local residents and has become a symbol of the
development of a region existing in harmony with nature.

% M B RSk ¥ 2012-2020

The Ogasawara Islands were registered as a
World Natural Heritage site in recognition of
the fight against the introduction of alien species

The impact on biodiversity of the increasing spread of invasive alien species has
also been identified as a serious problem in Japan. The Ogasawara Islands, which
were registered as a World Natyral Heritage site in 2011, are a group of oceanic
islands that have na\ﬂebtbesr‘ @nec?q!u aﬁéhe area and are thus
habitats to a great numbbr of ic §pecies aRQavdfoalved in unique ways.
However, non-native species such as green anoles (Anolls carolinensis) have had
a significantly detrimental impact on the biodiversity of these islands. The
designation of the islands as a World Natural Heritage site was partly due to the
efforts of a range of actors such as local residents working together to maintain and
manage the natural environment through the control of these alien species and
these and other measures have been bearing fruit and are evaluated highly.
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Strengthening Taiwan Partnership for the Satoyama Initiative

(TPSI), 2014-2020: think global, adapt national, act local
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Recent Case Study: Forestry Bureau, Council of Agriculture, Chinese Taipei and National Dong Hwa
University (NDHU), Chinese Taipei

We are pleased to share a case study submitted by the Forestry Bureau, Council of Agriculture, Chinese Taipei and National Dong Hwa University
(NDHU), Chinese Taipei, both IPSI members, titled “Strengthening Taiwan Partnership for the Satoyama Initiative (TPSI), 2018-2020: think global,

adapt national, act local”.
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