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2025 Leopard Cat Translocation
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This project conducted post-release monitoring of rehabilitated and ex-situ bred
leopard cats (Prionailurus bengalensis) to evaluate their survival, home-range
establishment, and major threat factors, with the aim of informing conservation
management strategies. A total of five released individuals were tracked during
the project period, including two ex-situ bred individuals, two orphaned or
injured juveniles, and one juvenile rescued from a human-wildlife conflict
situation. Releases were carried out between April and August 2025 in the low-
elevation agricultural-forest mosaic landscapes of central Taiwan. Monitoring
results indicated that one of the five individuals successfully established a
stable home range and survived for more than 183 days, with an estimated home
range of approximately 2.8 km?. Two individuals were confirmed dead due to dog
attacks, one was recaptured following a secondary snare incident and subsequently
placed under care, and one was lost to follow-up due to collar detachment.
Overall, free-ranging dog attacks and anthropogenic trapping remain the primary
risk factors affecting post-release success. The results suggest that
rehabilitated individuals retain the potential to establish normal home ranges
under suitable conditions; however, post-release survival 1s strongly influenced
by the level of anthropogenic disturbance. Future conservation efforts should
prioritize free-ranging dog management, reduction of trapping risks, pre-release
behavioral and adaptation assessments, and long-term monitoring frameworks, while
integrating habitat management and community engagement strategies to enhance the
long-term viability of the leopard cat population in Taiwan.
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