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Abstract

The Australasian Grass-Owl (Tyto longimembris) is a critically endangered
species in Taiwan with limited information. In the past decade, we have better
understood this species through advancing field survey methods, long-term
monitoring systems, satellite tracking, artificial perches, and automatic
recorders. The information from satellite tracking data was concentrated in the
Kaohsiung and Pingtung regions, with limited information available for the
Tainan area. This project aims to investigate the Grass-Owl population in the
Zengwun and Yanshuei Rivers and to understand the spatial and temporal
dynamics. The project explores how environmental and habitat alterations
influence the Grass-Owl population by monitoring the early-successional

dynamics.

We established 40 sites along the Zengwun River and 20 sample sites
along the Yanshuei River and conducted nine synchronized playback surveys.
The findings indicated a higher abundance of Grass-Owls along the Zengwun
River in July, with a more concentrated distribution in January. For the Yanshuei
River, the middle stream sites had a higher probability of encountering the
Grass-Owl. We identified eight potential important habitats for Grass-Owls and
two sites that were restored after engineering projects in two rivers. Eight raptor
perches with trap cameras and automatic recording units have been installed in
these important habitats and restored areas to monitor Grass-Owl activities. By
July 31, 2023, we have identified Grass-Owl activity in all 8§ monitoring sites,

with some areas recorded solely by recording devices.

We conducted two workshops for ecosystem service payment in August
2022 and 2023. We invited experts to share experiences in eco-friendly farming
practices and the installation of raptor perches. The workshops deliver the key

messages regarding government policy and foster the dialogue between farmers,
1



academia, and the government. Ultimately, we formulated a draft to provide a
friendly and sustainable management strategy that can be used in Grass-Owl

conservation by the management authorities.
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2 3~FHEEHATHEALS S

# 110 111 112 Ao | A
T 7 % 110/02]01/01/04/09/07/10/10/09{01/01|04/01|07/15|10/15
ZW01 1 ® 19
ZW02 1 1 ® 29
ZW03 2 1 ® 29
ZW04 1 1 ® 29
ZW05 0/9
ZW06 0/9
ZWQ07 1 | @|1/9
ZW08 1* 1 1 1 1 ® | 4/9
ZW09 1 1 1* 1 1 ® | 39
ZW10 1 1 1 1 1 ® |49
ZW11 2 1 1 1 1 ® |49
ZW12 1 1 1 1 1 1 | @ |59
ZW13 1 1 1 ® |39
ZW14 2 ® 19
ZW15 1 1 ® 29
ZW16 1* | 2 ® 19
ZW17 1 1* 1 ® 29
ZW18 1 0/9
ZW19 1 1 2% 1 ® |39
ZW20 2 1 1 1 ® |39
ZW21 1 1 1 1 1 ® | 4/9
Z\W22 1 1 1 1 1 1 ® 59
ZW23 1 ® 19
Z\W24 1 1 ® 29
ZW25 1 1 1 1 1 1 | @ | 6/9
Z\W26 2 1* 1* 1 | @ |39
Z\W27 0/9
Z\W28 1 1 1 1 2 ® | 4/9
ZW29 1 1 4 1 1 1 1 | @ |6/9
ZW30 2 2 1 1 1 2 ® | 59
ZW31 1 1 ® 29
ZW32 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 ® | 6/9
ZW33 1 1 1 1 1 1* ® | 4/9
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# 110 111 112 Ao | A
% 7 % 110/02]01/01|04/09|07/10{10/09|01/01|04/01|07/15|10/15
ZW34 1 1 1 ® |39
ZW35 1 1 2 1 ® | 4/9
ZW36 1 1 1 ® 29
ZW37 2 1 1 1 1 ® | 6/9
ZW38 1 1 1 1 1 2 | @ |69
ZW39 2 1 1 1 ® | 4/9
ZW40 1 1 1 ® | 39
YSO01 1 1 1 ® | 39
YS02 0/9
YS03 0/9
YS04 1 1 1 | @ |39
YS05 1 1 ® 29
YS06 1 1 1 ® |39
YSO07 1 1* ® 19
YS08 1 ® 19
YS09 1 ® 19
YS10 1 ® 19
YS11 1 1 1 1 | @ |4/9
YS12 1 1 1 ® | 39
YS13 1 1 ® 29
YS14 1 ® 19
YS15 0/9
YS16 0/9
YS17 1 ® 19
YS18 0/9
YS19 0/9
YS20 0/9
LR 16 | 16 | 9 | 26 | 20 | 8 [ 10 | 23 | 23 | 9 | 49
g;);gc (40%) | (26%) | (15%) | (43%) | (48%) | (13%) | (16%) | (38%) | (38%) | (15%) |(82%)
g = 20 [ 19 | 12 | 29 | 30 8 10 | 25 | 31 10
Sf |20 | 18 | 11 | 27 | 29| 8 | 10 | 23 | 29 | 10

AT AV R EA TV EROBA
AAEREARTH > TRELT
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L ANTHEFAPHRID I IRIEMR

i3 v
TN 0/9 1/9 2/9 3/9 4/9 5/9 6/9 7/9 8/9 9/9 4,,
\g 4 5 8 7 8 3 5 0 0 0
? 40
o 10% | 12.5% | 20% | 17.5% | 20% | 7.5% | 12.5% | 0% 0% 0%
) 7 6 2 4 1 0 0 0 0 0
-k 20
| 35% | 30% | 10% | 20% | 5% 0% 0 0% 0% 0%
Z S~z REpARMIEZ 47
A=t p-value* | Global Moran’s I Z-score 2R
110/10 0.0102 0.3267 2.3188 i 4
111/01 0.0087 0.3225 2.3788 i AP B
111/04 0.2045 0.1003 0.8257 Eli
111/07 0.5895 -0.0601 -0.2263 KT
111/10 0.0608 0.2031 1.5479 KT
112/01 0.5273 -0.0358 -0.0685 KT
112/04 0.0950 0.1742 1.3011 KT
112/07 0.0676 0.2020 1.4938 KT
112/10 0.6172 -0.0693 -0.2981 1
K 0.0078 0.3378 2.4194 it 4P B

*p-value <0.05 % & ¥ o
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26 B ERFI A AT AR RS
2 gl 2022 2023 &
BAlY 40 givg 7r itk 100 itk 18 vk 40 ik 78 ®ivx 100
BD 654~ 00 6544 02 65— 00 65— 00 655— 00 655 0.0 6.55
BL 156 & 436 224'W -27.7 1624 494 2424 446 350W -731 094= 00 0.9
BU 2274 498 3404 682 572W -329 384W 94 348W -233 267W 22 261
FF 3262% -59 30694 11 31034 18 3158W% -02 31514 06 31704 16 3220
FO 085 00 0854 2141 2674 26 2744 18 2794 301 3634 08 366
GS 007w 857 0.01== 00 00l== 00 00l== 00 00l== 00 00l== 0.0 0.01
MD 37184 08 3748W -101 33704 24 3452W -20 33824 7.2 3626W% -13 3578
ocC 079 % -13 078W% -38 075W -440 042= 00 042W% -24 04l== 00 041
WB  17.09 W% -0.7 1697W% -04 1691~ 00 1691~ 00 1691W -06 16814 0.1 16.82
WL 1034 10 104= 00 104w 29 101= 00 10l== 00 10l== 00 1.01
ML 0.00—= 0.0 0.00=—= 00 000— 00 000— 00 000=— 00 000= 00 0.00
*A QI EAl R A L2 A 146 (BD) kB (BL) ~ BEBU) - B #
# (FF) » #4k(FO) » = Bl (GS) ~ ¥ 4 & (MD) ~ % FI(OC) ~ -k %8 (WB) ~
BE (WL)feE E * = (ML) -
R S - FRA AL I EAIF AR B o
27 BOREHRRI R EYFT A2 R F
3 E Al 2022 2023 #
A 40 vk 70 it fx 100 sieg 10 it 48 e 78 itk 100
B 1148w -1.8 11.27= 0.0 11.27= 0.0 11.27= 0.0 11274 09 11374 10 1148
BL 3194 12 3237 00 323W -384 1994 45 208W -163 1744 1368 4.12
BU 141w -231 1.08= 00 1084 28 111= 00 111= 00 111= 00 111
FF 1563W% -46 1491= 0.0 1491'W% -15 14684 05 1476w -30 14314 01 14.33
FO 1394 94 152== 00 152== 00 152= 00 152c== 00 152W% -13 150
GS 004w -70 004= 00 004== 00 004== 00 004== 00 004== 0.0 0.04
MD 49134 15 4985 0.0 49854 26 51.15% -0.3 51.004 14 51.73W% -49 49.17
ocC 1194 128 134== 00 1344 104 1484 41 154= 00 154W% -13 152
WB 16424 1.3 16.63= 0.0 16.63= 0.0 16634 02 1667W% -05 16594 05 16.68
WL 0134 32 013= 00 013= 00 013W% -923 0.01. 4000 005= 0.0 0.05
ML 0.00== 0.0 0.00= 00 000= 00 000= 00 000== 00 000== 0.0 0.00
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£ 5 lkm % % <0.5 - lkm<=05 7 » lkm % % >0.5 ]
entropy = 0.954

W i 15 | samples = 40 # F 8125
MDl<=6433| '
entropy = 0.971|
samples = 15
~ value =[9, 6] |
|FF1 <= 50.658 | FF1 <= 54575
entropy = 1.0 entropy = 0.918
samples = 12 samples = 18
=L | value = [6, 6] | . | value = [6, 12]
entropy = 0.863 entropy = 0.996
samples = 7 samples = 13
MD1 <=71.784 FFL <= 62. 243 FF1 <= 24 162
entropy = 0.971 entropy = 1.0 entropy = 0.946
samples = 5 samples = 2 samples = 11
value = [3, 2] ‘ value = [1 1 value =[4,7] .
" FF1l<=0.837 ‘MD1 <= 51.904
entropy = 0.918
samples = 3 samples = 4
\ value =[1, 2] value =[3, 1]

|value =[15, 251
‘MD1 <= 56.698 = ‘MD1 <= 19.514 -
\ value =[5, 2] value = [6, 7]
entropy = 0.811
‘1km< 1.5 1lkm <=15

entropy = 1.0 entropy = 1.0
samples = 2 samples = 2

value =[1, 1] ‘value =[1, 1]

Bl 6~ § v iEfRE AR AF T Tkm 7 £ < R TR R EHIRTE 8 R TG URE
(llm 3 %8 lkm P £ < & “E%'M&‘FFI'%‘lm’aﬁb‘figfﬂf“iﬁ—ﬁ‘”\”‘MDlIélkmiaﬁiilifi%\iﬁ—ﬁ/}w)
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2o BEE G 510028 T BEE G 5]>0.028

% # 8 e % # 32
‘MD1 <=61.915 . |
entropy = 1.0

samples = 8
value = [4, 4] |

-\
o .

e [MD1 <= 12.638
entropy = 0.954

samples = 8
value = [3, 5] |
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kT ~ 112 # 10 * F w2 U FEAlE A
ANV T RS SR 5P 4
R BD BL BU FF FO GS MD oC WB WL ML
ZwWo1 0.141 3.357 29.320 0.000 9.817 0.000 31.445 2.287 23.632 0.001 0.000
Zwo2 2711 0.000 0.000 1.492 14.640 0.000 65.611 0.518 14.784 0.244 0.000
Zwo3 1.812 0.000 0.000 0.000 2.972 0.000 83.519 0.000 11.697 0.000 0.000
ZWo4 2.031 0.000 2.195 0.000 0.000 0.000 74.481 0.016 21.277 0.000 0.000
ZW05 7.979 0.000 6.000 0.000 12.399 0.000 48.376 0.000 25.246 0.000 0.000
ZWo6 4.872 0.061 1.398 0.025 16.510 0.004 52.731 1.770 22.630 0.000 0.000
Zwo7 6.596 1.141 2.353 0.000 15.968 0.000 52.506 0.134 21.302 0.000 0.000
ZW08 5.636 0.643 14.991 3.539 5.633 0.037 53.755 0.000 15.766 0.000 0.000
ZW09 8.674 0.000 0.345 10.751 5.318 0.000 60.406 0.000 14.506 0.000 0.000
Zwio0 12.360 0.018 1.787 0.600 3.299 0.000 64.803 0.000 17.134 0.000 0.000
Wil 10.306 0.000 0.000 0.000 7.072 0.000 71.099 0.000 11.523 0.000 0.000
Zw1i2 10.309 0.000 0.000 0.182 16.912 0.000 65.021 0.132 7.445 0.000 0.000
ZW13 7.280 0.000 2.356 0.030 1.602 0.000 81.725 0.000 7.006 0.000 0.000
Zwi4 10.121 3.025 0.569 0.000 0.192 0.000 72.470 0.408 13.214 0.000 0.000
ZW15 3.013 0.000 6.646 13.049 1.354 0.000 60.194 3.719 9.565 2.459 0.000
ZW16 5.765 0.158 7.057 14.024 0.132 0.000 64.605 0.196 8.063 0.000 0.000
ZW17 4913 1.583 0.000 59.006 3.452 0.000 17.350 4.708 8.988 0.000 0.000
ZW18 3.802 16.549 3.848 47.729 2.974 0.000 9.616 0.000 15.482 0.000 0.000
ZwW19 9.225 0.000 4.192 53.121 0.000 0.000 24.285 0.000 9.176 0.000 0.000
Zw20 10.186 0.014 3.816 22.648 0.000 0.000 51.302 0.000 12.034 0.000 0.000
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#® W% BD BL BU FF FO GS MD OoC WB WL ML
w21 8.076 0.011 2.278 25.675 8.748 0.000 41.843 0.000 13.369 0.000 0.000
w22 7.826 0.000 5.157 37.382 9.215 0.000 28.607 0.000 11.814 0.000 0.000
w23 5.067 0.000 0.000 57.560 0.000 0.000 22.328 0.000 15.045 0.000 0.000
Zw24 5.086 1.038 0.000 70.578 0.000 0.000 4.543 0.000 18.755 0.000 0.000
ZW25 4.332 1.166 0.000 75.571 0.000 0.000 1.657 0.000 17.274 0.000 0.000
ZW26 4.225 2.427 0.000 69.996 0.000 0.000 5.229 0.000 18.123 0.000 0.000
w27 7.829 3.359 0.440 59.369 1.460 0.000 10.726 0.000 16.818 0.000 0.000
ZW28 5.846 0.040 1.049 54.557 0.000 0.000 18.984 0.000 19.523 0.000 0.000
Zw29 5.381 0.000 0.000 54.510 0.000 0.000 19.845 0.000 20.264 0.000 0.000
ZW30 8.571 0.000 0.000 43.267 0.002 0.000 29.057 0.000 19.102 0.000 0.000
ZW3l1 13.856 0.217 2.107 41.314 2.299 0.000 20.968 0.000 19.240 0.000 0.000
ZW32 8.024 0.229 0.467 53.588 0.000 0.000 14.549 0.000 23.143 0.000 0.000
ZW33 6.030 1.831 0.000 55.560 0.000 0.000 12.761 0.000 23.819 0.000 0.000
ZW34 7.242 0.000 0.000 65.117 0.004 0.000 7.258 0.706 19.673 0.000 0.000
ZW35 5.493 0.102 0.347 59.472 0.395 0.000 9.697 0.000 20.702 3.792 0.000
ZW36 4.540 0.016 1.003 52.542 0.000 0.000 19.184 0.001 22.531 0.183 0.000
ZW37 3.518 0.139 0.888 54.594 0.210 0.189 22.751 0.142 17.571 0.000 0.000
ZW38 8.432 0.108 3.698 37.808 2.458 0.299 25.437 1.276 16.949 3.536 0.000
ZW39 7.930 0.294 0.000 37.710 0.981 0.000 5.607 0.281 21.546 25.650 0.000
ZW40 7.073 0.079 0.000 55.788 0.573 0.000 4.920 0.023 27.042 4.503 0.000
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#® W% BD BL BU FF FO GS MD OoC WB WL ML

YSo1 2.926 7.308 5.670 51.100 4.087 0.000 2.144 3.913 22.854 0.000 0.000
Yso2 5.024 8.004 7.525 31.941 10.510 0.000 8.226 17.964 10.806 0.000 0.000
YSo3 3.310 0.003 8.078 7.458 10.459 0.000 58.025 2.503 10.163 0.000 0.000
YS04 12.453 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 78.925 0.000 8.622 0.000 0.000
VAN 15.947 0.000 0.000 0.225 0.000 0.000 76.312 0.000 7.516 0.000 0.000
YSo06 5.584 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 90.975 0.000 3.441 0.000 0.000
Yso7 17.413 0.424 0.000 0.360 0.111 0.000 76.028 0.001 5.663 0.000 0.000
VAY/] 8.482 6.050 0.000 22.221 0.000 0.000 56.189 0.004 7.053 0.000 0.000
YSo09 8.088 4.571 0.658 26.578 0.000 0.257 55.932 0.000 3.916 0.000 0.000
YSi10 14.459 15.510 0.000 31.800 3.493 0.000 29.111 0.000 5.627 0.000 0.000
VAV 11.697 0.414 0.000 18.395 0.503 0.000 59.853 1.764 6.592 0.782 0.000
Ysi2 8.166 0.043 0.000 35.026 0.003 0.000 50.538 1.838 4.386 0.000 0.000
VAYK] 11.051 0.027 0.000 23.899 0.018 0.000 59.890 0.000 5.114 0.000 0.000
YSi4 17.899 0.000 0.000 21.279 0.000 0.000 55.734 0.000 5.088 0.000 0.000
YS15 13.751 0.406 0.000 14.245 0.008 0.000 56.886 0.723 13.981 0.000 0.000
YSie 15.329 6.994 0.000 1.013 0.042 0.000 49.975 0.548 26.098 0.000 0.000
Ysi17 11.898 2414 0.000 0.051 0.719 0.000 33.336 0.430 51.032 0.119 0.000
VAYE] 15.421 0.000 0.000 0.949 0.000 0.000 34.269 0.000 49.361 0.000 0.000
YS19 13.958 12.406 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.596 18.783 0.810 53.445 0.000 0.000
YS20 16.725 17.779 0.264 0.000 0.000 0.000 32.359 0.000 32.874 0.000 0.000
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